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SCHOOLS � CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 

470. Ms A.R. MITCHELL to the Minister for Education: 

Can the minister explain what impact the state and federal government funding will have on capital works 
programs in Western Australian schools and, in particular, how this will benefit schools such as the Greenwood 
and West Greenwood Primary Schools, which are in my electorate?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

At the risk of upsetting the opposition, I repeat what I said earlier. We have an amazing capital works budget of 
just over $1 billion. The amount of $666 million will come from the federal government as part of a number of 
programs: the Building the Education Revolution program, the National School Pride program �  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: These are all federal projects; these aren�t yours.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I just said that they were not ours. I will say something more about that because an 
announcement was made in Canberra about that today. Another program is the primary schools capital works 
funding, for which some of the projects have already been announced, and the secondary schools science 
laboratories and language laboratories programs, under which 500 laboratories across Australia will be granted 
funds from competitive applications. I hope we will get somewhere between 50 and 55�they are yet to be 
announced.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Which ones are being announced today?  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am coming to that. As far as the member for Kingsley�s electorate is concerned, 
Greenwood Primary School is on the books to be rebuilt, starting, I believe, almost immediately.  

Mr M. McGowan: Thanks to the former government.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Of course. Things do not stop and start; they actually continue, and I am the first to 
recognise the good things the member for Rockingham did in planning. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: No, I did not.  

In addition to that, every member�s electorate will benefit and every school in every member�s electorate will 
benefit from the National School Pride program, which will provide maintenance funding of up to $200 000 per 
school. The second and final round of that was announced today. I have a copy of that, which I am very happy to 
table.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: All those schools that are not in Churchlands will have a chance of getting money.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: They will all get money; the member for Armadale can relax.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: So?  

Several members interjected. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: We welcome it. Every school across Australia, regardless of which state or jurisdiction it 
is in, will benefit from this, and I think that is a good thing. Why do members opposite think it is such a bad 
thing?  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Kwinana!  

Ms M.M. Quirk: You are claiming credit for it.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I am not claiming credit for anything. I am letting every member know that the schools in 
their electorates will benefit from this announcement in Canberra today.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I know I have said this before and I say it to people on both sides of the house: 
members might not necessarily get the answer they want, but I want people in this house to respect the person 
answering the question and the person who asked the question, and to give them a chance in this place. I would 
like to hear the conclusion of the minister�s remarks.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I must observe that, yesterday, the opposition was claiming that we were not getting 
enough from the federal government and now they are upset because we are getting money from it. 
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Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Order! I want the minister to conclude her remarks. Before I take my seat, I call formally for 
the first time the member for Girrawheen.  

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The announcement in Canberra today was that there were 1 176 projects, and 730 schools 
in Western Australia have been granted this funding. I am particularly pleased about that.  

To conclude: in the member for Kingsley�s electorate, Woodvale Primary School will receive $200 000; West 
Greenwood Primary School, $150 000; Balmain Primary School, $125 000; and Greenwood Primary School, 
$125 000. I thank the officers of the Department of Education and Training for the enormous amount of work 
they have done to assist schools with their applications in a very short time frame.  

[See tabling of paper on page 4467.]  
 


